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Reputation is the title and the attributes that people associate an individual with. It is the definition that the community accords to an individual based on the interactions they have had with an individual or a gang. Labeling plays a great role in either terminating or increasing deviant behavior amongst individuals. Labeling often contributes greatly to the continued defiance by a gang since the members adapt and conform to the definitions accorded to them. Labeling and social constructionism also affect how the gang members perceive themselves and end up affecting them in the future even after they have left the gangs. The Saints hardly exposed their defiant acts to the immediate society and protected their image whilst the Roughnecks did their petty crimes openly. The repercussions are quite clear and the perceptions very varied despite the type of crimes being almost similar.
 The gangs committed several crimes. The Saints would drink more often than the Roughnecks but would do so at the edge of the city, unlike their counterparts who hang in drugstores. The Saints would steal for fun and later dump the stolen items in areas that they could be recovered in most cases but the Roughnecks stole for profits. The Roughnecks would openly insult members of the society and seek fights with strangers and even amongst themselves. Both groups would escape from school often but the Saints were more frequent.
 The Saints were always polite and humble when dealing with members of the society and the police as well while the Roughnecks were always rude and rogue even to the police. As a result, these created an inevitable bias by society. Although the crimes by the Saints were more hazardous they were labeled as just wild-oats. The crimes by Roughnecks were harmful to very few but were taken seriously due to their conduct. The frequency of crimes went unnoticed for the Saints because it was planned and strategic but for the Roughnecks it was the complete opposite.
 For the Roughnecks their behavior is positively related to their alcoholism and their social status too. Primary deviance comes out too for the Saints since they would be crazier when drunk. However, secondary deviance isn't high amongst them since they hardly received any negative judgments by society. As for the Roughnecks, they adopted the negative societal construction and accepted being rude kids and unruly because of being poor.
The two gangs are treated differently with the Saints receiving leniency despite committing crimes more often and posing more harm. The groups are treated differently simply because of how they portrayed themselves to the public, their reaction when in trouble and social statuses.
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